
OU Home Study at the OU About the OU Research at the OU Search Contact the OU

 Sign in

Listen to this page  Accessibility

More information

Related links

The OU on iTunes U

Ref: PR5495

03 Jun 2008

The Open University offers free education content on iTunes U in the iTunes Store

The Open University today joins Stanford, MIT, Yale and other world-class universities in publishing materials via Apple’s iTunes U

service.

As of Tuesday June 3, leading course materials are available for free download via Open University on iTunes U.

More than 300 video and audio files drawn from current courses across the University’s broad curriculum are now available to download for

playing on a Mac, PC, iPod or iPhone.

Professor Denise Kirkpatrick, Pro Vice Chancellor (Learning and Teaching) at The Open University, said: "Making available selected video

and audio items from among the University's highly-rated course materials via iTunes U to audiences worldwide offers a new channel for

the University.

"We can open up free access to educational resources as well as a window for our potential students."

Science, the arts, technology and computing, humanities and the environment are all among the subject areas featured.

The range of courses and content has a global reach and feel as befits an international launch - Venice, Paris and Istanbul for Art History;

Sierra Leone for an in-depth exploration of the issues of a country recovering from bloody civil war; the complex problem of the

US-Mexican border which is a major case study for a course on globalisation; to Lake Baikal in Central Asia to understand the

environmental impact of industrialisation in post-Soviet Russia; the far East for world religions.

At the other end of the scale, there are cows that choose when to get themselves milked by robots; a researcher pushing the boundaries

of human computer interactions using implants; the world of mathematical modelling and the way societies over the centuries have

understood and used maths; an ecology field trip in the English uplands, and the sumptuous funerary setting of medieval England's richest

man, Richard Beauchamp.

Today marks just the beginning of an ambitious programme of development by the OU. More video and audio material will be made

available to reach a target of 500 items drawn from 50 OU courses by the end of July.

The University also plans to extend the range of items beyond course materials to include some of its research activities. The site can be

found at http://www.open.ac.uk/itunes or by clicking on the link opposite.

Transcripts of all the audio and video items are also available for download, offering yet another way to access OU content on iTunes U.

"Accessibility of our materials for students with disabilities is central to the OU’s mission. Because of the nature of our distance teaching

materials we are probably uniquely placed to respond efficiently to these needs in the iTunes U environment," said Professor Kirkpatrick.

iTunes U offers access to educational content from some of the world’s leading universities and colleges, and today The Open University

joins those institutions making its materials available for discovery by anyone with iTunes and an internet connection.

"The University continues to strive to widen access to its educational resources and I am confident that our participation in iTunes U will

make its own contribution to meeting this aim," said Professor Kirkpatrick.

Editor’s Notes

Items from the following Open University courses and programmes will be available on iTunes U:-

- A180 Heritage

- A200 Exploring history: Medieval to Modern 1400 – 1902

- A216 Art and its histories

- A217 Introducing religions

- A251 World Archaeology

- AA100 The Arts Past and Present

- AD252 Islam in the West

- AD317 Religion Today: Tradition, Modernity & Change

- DD205 Living in a Globalised World

- DD308 Making Social Worlds

- E131 Introduction to Working with Young People

- L120 Ouverture: intermediate French

- L203 Motive: upper intermediate German

- L204 Viento en Popa: upper intermediate Spanish

- L314 A Buen Puerto: fast forward in Spanish

- MST121 Using Mathematics

- S204 Biology: Uniformity & Diversity

- SDK125 Health Sciences

- SXR216 Ecology

- T206 Energy for a sustainable future

- T209 Information and Communication Technologies

- T211 Design and Designing

- T224 Computers and Processors

- T307 Innovation: Designing for a Sustainable Future

- T861 Environmental Ethics

- TU870 Capabilities for Managing Development

-U213 International Development: Challenges for a World in Transition

- U216 Environment

- W100 Introduction to the Law

- Openings – The Student Experience at The Open University

- Professor Brenda Gourley, Vice-Chancellor of The Open University on iTunes U and the OU

- Lord Puttnam of Queensgate, Chancellor of The Open University: Installation Speech and his views on new media opportunities
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